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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FUNERAL RITUAL 

The Sigma Nu Fraternity Funeral Ritual is to be used in the sorrowful occasion 
that a Brother has entered the Chapter Eternal. This is a public ceremony and 
any formal revisions to the ceremony are under the purview of the Sigma Nu 
Fraternity Ritual Committee. 

The Chapter should not assume direction of the last service, or funeral, for 
a deceased Brother except on request of the immediate family, next of kin, or 
heirs who take their place. Upon receipt of such a request, prompt notice of 
the fact, and of the time and place for the service, shall be provided. If 
appropriate, pallbearers and other arrangements should be made in 
conjunction with the family, next of kin, or heirs. 

In all circumstances, the Chapter should plan to use the Funeral Ritual in a 
solemn location, including, if appropriate, the room or hall in which the 
Chapter conducts its Initiation Ceremonies. It is also appropriate to conduct 
this ceremony at a funeral home as part of the visitation for the deceased 
Brother. 

Due to the brevity of the ceremony, the Chapter may also consider some other 
ways to commemorate their deceased Brother, including through a gift to 
charity in his honor, an appropriate eulogy, and other readings. 

Since this is a public ceremony, and appropriate Sigma Nu robes may be worn, 
the Chapter does not need to be opened to perform this ceremony. The 
officiants in the ceremony, the Eminent Commander and Chaplain, need not be 
the current officers of a Sigma Nu Chapter. 

This ceremony is based on Judeo-Christian scriptures and traditions, as our 
Founders were Christians. If the family, next of kin, or heirs wish to modify 
any portion of this ceremony to be more in line with their particular faith 
tradition, such modifications are allowable, with the exception of the portions 
of the ceremony that are specific to Sigma Nu Fraternity, especially the third 
paragraph read by the Eminent Commander and the Committal led by the 
Chaplain, both of which are based on other ceremonies of Sigma Nu Fraternity. 

  



4 

FUNERAL RITUAL 

E.C. (Stands at the head of the casket if in funeral setting; 
otherwise stands at front of room.) 

Brothers and friends, we are assembled here to learn again the 
lesson of our mortality, to realize once more that we have no 
continuing city, and to keep green the memory of our loved and 
lost. 

In the midst of our sorrow, love whispers that within us there 
is an immortal spirit; faith bids us believe that childhood and 
youth developing into a manly life will realize a never-ending 
good, and hope tells us that Decessus (De-say-soo) is but the 
greeting of an eternal morning. 

At the end of our Brother’s life, we recount his virtues and 
remind ourselves of his friendship and sympathy. He drank 
deeply of the fountains of knowledge, was disciplined in self-
control, was steadfast in the performance of every trust, and 
had become molded into that nobility of character designed by 
the Supreme Regent of the Universe. 

Religion will be with us as long as men hope and aspire and 
reflect upon the meaning of life and the responsibilities that it 
entails. In such a presence we listen to the words of 
consolation given us by our Heavenly Father through holy men 
of old. 

CHAPLAIN (Stands at front of room or the foot of the casket with right 
hand extended and reads the following verses:) 

The days of our years number threescore and ten, and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore years yet is their 
strength labor and sorrow. 

As for man, his days are as the grass; as the flower of the field 
so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it and it is gone, and the place 
thereof shall know it no more. 
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But the mercy of our Lord is from everlasting to everlasting, 
and his righteousness to children’s children. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of 
trouble. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff 
they comfort me. 

Wait on the Lord; be of good courage and he shall strengthen 
Thy heart; wait, I say, upon the Lord! 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer! 

CHAPLAIN (The Committal shall then be made by the Chaplain, or by the 
Brothers present, led by the Chaplain.) 

(Committal) We believe in gentleness, justice, mercy; we believe 
in the life of love, the way of honor, in service in the light of 
truth. 

The spirit of our Brother having returned to God, who gave it, 
we commit his body to the ground. Earth to earth. Ashes to 
ashes. Dust to dust. 

We believe in the persistence of personality, in the immortality 
of memory, and hope for life everlasting. Amen. 

CHAPLAIN Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love Thee, and worthily magnify Thy Holy Name, world 
without end. Amen. 

ALL Amen. 

CHAPLAIN (Benediction) To the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, be glory 
and dominion, majesty and power, both now and evermore. Amen. 
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